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Getting Started with 
Research

 Searching for a Topic
 Looking for Sources
 Going to the Library
 Scanning your Sources
 What is a Thesis?



Scanning your 
Sources

 Obtain Books
 Scan Through Books
 Look For Common Themes
 What Issues are Heavily 

Focused On?
 What Argument Can Be 

Made from Research 
Materials?
 This is Your Thesis



 Argument You’re Attempting  
to Prove

 Uses Facts to Support your 
Argument

 Purpose of Your Essay
 Statement, not a Question
 Elaborated and Reinforced 

throughout Body of Paper
 Closing Argument for Thesis 

within Conclusion



Evaluating your 
Resources

 Print Sources (Books)
 Internet Sources

 Use .EDU or .GOV
 Personal Opinions or 

Anecdotes
 No Personal Experiences

 Let the Facts Speak for 
Themselves
 Use Facts to Support 

Argument



Documenting your 
Resources
 Citation Styles

 APA
 MLA
 CMS

 Internal Citations
 Utilizing Quotes
 Reference Citations



behavioralsciencewriting.blogspot.com



 Use Sparingly
 Always Explain Quotes
 Provide Transition 

Between Quote and 
Next Idea

 Make Sure Quote 
Supports Your Thesis

 Use Quotes to Liven-up 
Essay

 Don’t Use Block Quotes
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 Paraphrasing Material
 Index Cards
 Highlighting
 Taking Notes on Paper or Computer

Taking Notes and 
Organizing Research



Index Card Method



Highlighting           Note-Taking 
on Paper



Options for Composing
Research Essay

 Complete Note-Taking before Writing
 Begin Writing Right Away



 More Organized Notes
 Stronger Transitions
 More Varied Sources
 Less Time Needed for 

Writing Paper
 Less Time Available for 

Revisions
 Easily Notice Missing 

Information
 Time Management -

Essential

 Writing Introduction 
Helps Create Focus

 Weaker Transitions
 Less Varied Sources
 More Time Needed for 

Revisions
 Harder to Change 

Focus of Paper if Later 
Research Contradicts 
Argument (Thesis)

Now      vs.     Later



Composing your Essay

 Thesis
 Argument

 Introduction
 Introduces Argument
 Background Information

 Body
 Attempts to Prove Argument

 Conclusion
 Reinforces Earlier Points to 

“Sell” Argument



Expanding on 
your Ideas

 Research Paper       
vs. Book

 Bibliographies
 Interlibrary Loan



Considering 
Spelling, Grammar, 

and Flow

 Spelling/Grammar Check
 Using Transitions
 Preventing Run-Ons
 Don’t Use 1st Person
 Past Tense vs. Present 

Tense

11points.com





 Richard Nixon Grew up in a Poor 
Family in the Midst of the Great 
Depression.  Based on His Economic 
Standing, He Developed Social Anxiety 
that Made Him Paranoid. His Paranoid 
Behavior Led Him to Secretly Record 
Conversations in the White House that, 
when Revealed, Reflected Nixon’s 
Attempt to Cover-up the Watergate 
Break-in.  Rather than Face 
Impeachment, He Chose to Resign 
from the Presidency in August 1974.

 Guides Reader from 
Idea to Idea

 Need to Connect 
Ideas:
 President Nixon Grew 

Up Poor in California
 He Chose to Resign 

from the Presidency 
in 1974

Using Transitions



 About Commas
 Commas Don’t Connect 2 

Complete Sentences
 Comma Followed by Conjunction 

Connect Two Complete 
Sentences

 Without Conjunction, Use Semi-
Colon to Connect Sentences

 Otherwise, Begin New Sentence



 Research Papers and 
Formal Assignments 
Should Be Written in 
“Third Person”
 Don’t Refer to           

“Our Country”
 Refer to “United States”

Stay Away from 1st Person



Historical Past Tense

 When Referring to 
Historical Events and 
Individuals, Remember to 
Utilize Past Tense

 Incorrect:
 Ronald Reagan “Developed 

Great Communication Skills, 
which Would Make Him an 
Effective President.”

 Correct:
 Ronald Reagan “Developed 

Great Communication Skills, 
which Made Him an 
Effective President



Revising your Essay

 Distance Yourself 
from Essay

 Peer Review
 Accepting 

Criticism
 Review 

Assignment 
Guidelines
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Before Submitting 
your Essay

 Title Page
 Outline (if Required)
 Essay (with Internal 

Citations)
 Reference Page
 Is the Essay Stapled?
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